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In the Office Action of May 9, 2003, claims 1-3, 6, 9-26 and 34 of the present 
invention were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by LaGraff (US Pat # 
6,420,178). 


The inventorship in LaGraff is: John Robert LaGraff, Xiao-Dong Sun, James 
Anthony Ruud, and James Claude Carnahan. The inventorship in the present application is: 
Lawrence Bernard Kool and James Anthony Ruud. The inventions claimed in claims 1-3, 6, 
9-26 and 34 of this present invention comprise inventions derived by the inventors of this 
present invention, not inventions derived by the inventors of LaGraff. 

Furthermore, both LaGraff and the present application have a common assignee 
(General Electric Company). The assignment of the LaGraff invention to General Electric 
Company was recorded on 09/20/2000 at Reel/Frame: 01 1 155/0321. The assignment of this 
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present invention to General Electric Company was recorded on 01/29/2001 at Reel/Frame: 
011498/0360. As such, LaGraff is not an invention "by another:" 
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